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INSTALLATION OF HON. REUBEN H. WALWORTH, 


ec 


PROTEST. 


Co the Most Worshipfnl Grand Lodne of the Ancient and 
Honorable Fraternity of Free and Accepted Masons of the State of 
New York: 


Tue undersigned, members of your Most Worshipful Grand Body, re- 
spectfully protest against the installation of Wor. R. H. Wazworts, 
Grand Master elect, for the following reasons : 

That it appears from testimony, which your protestants believe is 
uncontradicted, that during the dark days of Masonry Brother Wal- 
worth lent the powerful aid of his name and pen to the injury of the 
Institution ; and while we, as citizens, cheerfully acquiesce in the justice 
of the honors which have been, and are now, accorded to him as an 
eminent jurist and an exalted member of a talented and honorable pro- 
fession, we cannot, as Masons, be contented to see him elevated to the 
highest dignity of our time-honored Institution. 

Further, that the great reputation Brother Walworth has so fully 
earned furnishes one of the strongest grounds of our present objections 
against him ; because, at the time when prejudice against the Institu- 
tion swept over the land, it was clearly the duty of those who stood 
high in the world as divines, statesmen, and jurists to sustain the land- 
marks of their Masonic Faith, and to shield the integrity of the Institu- 
tion against the unjust aspersions of its unscrupulous opponents; and 
that those who, being recognized as the pillars of society, the expo- 
nents of our laws and religion, considered it necessary to leave our 
temples and recommend our brethren to cease their ancient rites in the 
days of adversity, certainly should now abstain (if they were then 
honest in such opinions) from being candidates for our honors at this 
time, when our principles have been fully vindicated ; the violent pas- 
sions once arrayed against us have subsided, and prosperity unparal- 
leled, at least in modern Masonic history, now prevails in this jurisdic- 
tion. eae Ae 
Vomipiiatnasibers hedavalerand seni bwietaildhet. during the 
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times alluded to Brother Walworth ceased to be connected with any 
Lodge of Masons, and has only re-united himself with the Fraternity 


since calumny and unjust reproach against us have been allayed and et 
peace restored. is 

That your protestants do not speak on light Bia eg mi 
apparent when we make known to your Most Worshipful Body that in Pied 
the letters addressed by the late William L. Stone to the Hon. John of the 


Quincy Adams, on Masonry and Anti-Masonry, in 1832, which have 
been made a text-book of abuse, the following language occurs: 
“Tam satisfied,” says Chancellor Walworth, ina letter now before 


me, (William L, Stone) “that the evils of keeping up the institution choice 
hereafter will more than counterbalance any good which in this ee 
country can possibly be effected by it. And this has determined me, bevel 
for the purpose of quieting the clamors of the community and preserv- guish 
ing the peace of neighborhoods, as well as to prevent divisions in the to thi 
Church of our Divine Master, to recommend that Masons should sub- ped 
mit to the reasonable demands of the public, to cease their meetings, Frat 
and that the Lodges surrender up their charters.”—Page 565. Gran 
We might refer also to the extracts on pp. 561, 562, which are equally prote 
strong in showing Brother Walworth’s opposition at that time against ee 
Masonry. the fi 
All which is respectfully submitted. by tt 
June 10, 1853. fies 
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New York, June 24th, 5853. whic 

Go the Master, Wardens and Brethren of the respective Lodges nae 
within the Cities of New York, Brooklyn and Williamsburg : whos 
BRETHREN : a 
The Grand Lodge closed its annual session on Saturday, the 11th N 
inst. A division of the Grand Lodge and the New Constitution—the cond 
two subjects which have for some time past excited the general interest our 
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and recommitting the latter, with the amendments suggested, both to 

be reported upon hereafter. 

Pea two Lodges,—Keystone Lodge, No. 235, and Benevolent 
eae No. 192—who removed to the building in Walker street, occu- 

Ee y the Lodge chartered by the Grand Lodge of Hamburg, Ger- 

; '¥, and for doing which they received the expressed disapprobation 
° ae Grand Lodge, have, since the close of our annual session, sur- 
rendered their warrants, and withdrew while under an implied censure ; 
consequently, now hold no Masonic existence. 

Circumstances which have occurred induce me to allude to another 
subject—the election of Grand Master. ‘The Grand Lodge made 
Ghote, for that post, of our eminent brother, the Hon, Revues H. 
eget We have cause to rejoice and feel proud at the selection ; 
ae a t add new dignity to the office which so many able men have 

retofore adorned. His pure character and moral worth—his distin- 
sears reputation in our own country and in Europe—his attachment 
= the Masonic institution—his clear mind and cool judgment—all mark 
him as the man peculiarly fitted for this high Masonic office. Such are 
eet erere a believe, is the opinion of the great body of the 

4 'y. Yet, after his election, some of our brethren, members of the 

Grand Lodge, influenced, doubtless, by pure motives, presented a written 
pines against his installation into that office. That you may more 
ully understand the case, I think it advisable to lay before you the cir- 
cumstances, together with Chancellor Watworrn’s own explanation of 
the facts, which was entirely satisfactory to the Grand Lodge, as shown 
by their resolution, unanimously adopted. 

The protest is based on the supposed ground that, in 1882, or be- 
fore, Chancellor Watwortn’s opinion was “against Masonry,” and 
that, in the dark da 8 of the Order, “he lent the powerful aid of his 
name and pen to the injury of the institution.” 

As the proof of this, it refers to three “extracts,” which it ascribes 

to Chancellor Watworrn, and which are contained in the book called 
Stone’s “ Letters on Masonry and Anti-Masonry.” 
__ As to one of those “extracts,” the protesting brethren are mistaken 
in ascribing it to Chancellor Watworru. He never wrote it, as will be 
seen by his statement below, nor does the book, from which it is cited, 
ascribe it to him. 

Another of the extracts is an expression of a just Masonic senti- 
ment. He quotes it at length in his remarks to the Grand Lodge, 
which are given below, where you may see and judge of it. 

The third and only remaining “extract” was an expression of opin- 
jon, which was then entertained by a vast number of our brethren, 
whose fidelity to the Order has never been questioned; and that 
expression of opinion was given by him only to a brother Mason, and 
under such circumstances that it could not be refused. 

None, who did not themselves witness it, can justly appreciate the 
condition of things at the time of the anti-Masonic excitement, of which 
our own State was the great centre and focus—‘*'That fearful excite- 


men of all those comforts and enjoyme: 
blessing.” At that time it became’a 
adhering Masons, what course, 
expedient for them to pursue, 
_ A great number of thos he institu. 
tion, were of Opinion that it was advisable to yield, for a time, at Teast 

ss ‘2 
@ their work an Surrender their warrants, 


‘ € » specially in this State whi 
was the centre of this terrible whirlwind, ae 1827, there were ie 


than four hundred Masonic Lodges in 
the State of New York- 
number was soon reduced to seventy. In V Bia ee 


continued its work, The result was such as the advocates of that 


reared in all its former glory and beauty. There are not a few among 
us who ascribe the Present prosperity of our institution to the prudent 
policy which was then pursued. 

It was at the time above alluded to—as will be seen by Bro. Wa- 
WorrH’s late remarks in the Grand Lodge, herewith appended—that a 
letter was addressed to him by an officer of a Lodge, asking his advice, 
and whether, in his opinion, the Lodge ought to “ continue the war- 
fare,” or surrender its warrant. Bro, Watworra, in reply, advised the 
Jatter course; and it was in this letter to a brother Mason that he 
expressed the opinion on the subject, which, several Years afterward, 
found its way into Stone’s book, and which is quoted in the protest. 


i da half 
hat his letter was not printed for three years and j 
i pa lear written in March, 1828, and it was in Oc- 
hout the knowledge or sanction of Bro, Warwonra, 
ewspaper, from a copy furnished by the person 
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refers as j n 

Seat ite ay authority, Speaks of him as “a Mason, and strongly 

a Political Anti-Masonry,” (page 565.) On all fit occasions, 
Institution in terms of high commendation— 


ue hes ever spoken of our i 
lever s i erwil ii i 
spoke of it otherwise; and his whole life has been a noble ex- 


emplification of its principles, 


I Ber te 
Fe aoe a borne in mind that, so far as the M. W. Bro. Warwormn 
isopnion iy yen the question whether he did or did not err in 
rte Tene a © the course of policy which it was then expedient 
ern ag 2) pursue, there may possibly be'some difference of 
pes ae now, as there was then. But the only ques- 
Be considered in this case is, whether the opinion then expressed 
y him was such as, under the circumstances which then existed, a 
true-hearted Mason could honestly entertain. i 


At the late session of the Grand Lodge, the M. W. Bro. Watworrn, 
after being introduced by the Committee, who had been appointed to 
inform him of his election, requested that the protest might be read to 
him ; of the presenting of which he had been previously apprised. 
Upon hearing it, he rose and made the remarks, the substance of which 
is given below, and which our M. W. Brother afterwatds reduced to 
writing, and presented the next morning to the Grand Lodge. 


He spoke as follows : 


“Mosr Worsmprut Granp Master anv Brernren :—I presume the 
protest has been presented from the best of motives, but under an en- 
tire misapprehension of the facts. 

«I was never a renouncing Mason, and no man ever heard me speak 
one word in derogation of the institution. On the other hand, at all 
times, and under all circumstances, when I had occasion to speak thereof, 
T have strenuously defended it, and insisted upon the purity of its prin- 
ciples as one of the noblest of charitable institutions. 

“J was made a Mason at Plattsburgh, soon after I was of age, and 
for several years presided over the Lodge and Chapter at that place. 
In 1823 I was appointed Circuit Judge, and removed to Saratoga 
Springs, my present residence; but my official duties, as Judge and 
Chansellor, for the next twenty-five years, rendered it impossible for me 
to discharge the duties of an affiliated member of a Lodge, though L 
oceasionally visited the Lodge at the place of my residence, while one 
existed there, and during that time I was made a Knight Templar, at 
ee deeds ; before the commencement of the Morgan excitement, I was 

a Circuit at Plattsburgh, at which a Mason, and who was 
member of a church of the same denomination of Christians to 
Ib ae charged with the crime of murder. He had 

‘ister, ot was charged with having gone from the 
residence, and in the absence of his wife, de- 
Id of her sister, born during such absence, 
is guilt. During that circuit, 1 attended a 
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vorld, that neither Mago, 
to the world, z yan 
my big on or chargeable wits Ne orn of 
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the book the duty of n+ ‘he imperfections an of ‘the, 
“ charity ord ever permit themselves to extend ; 
neither sow oe screening those who have disgraced 
03" iety by their crimes, 
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part toast was PU I : 
ure Masonic sentiment, 


« This 
I aw sure, 
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referred: to in the Fi id never saw } . 
boas Emer olen I suppose it was used by some Pi 

‘asonic agitator. length, in the protest, taken from 

sa reteset aia! Vow el ea 
ther page ¢ 4 should be made public. esse believe, & corres 
or intende x rivate letter to an officer of a Lodge, in reply toa jy. 
extract oe ss vesting my opinion as to the expediency of yicllng 
ter Gone bs Dh ae ani-Masonie storm that was then Sweeping over 
for on a of the northern states, I may have erred, brethren, iq 
spc but if I did so, it was an error which was common toa yg 
lange portion of the wisest and the best Masons of the State. Thereig 
no reasoning with a whirlwind, but wisdom dictates that you should 
sometimes bend before’ the blast. So I thought, and such was the 
opinion of most of the fraternity in this State at that time. 


the following Resolution was afterwards unanimously adopted by 
the Grand Lodge: : 

« Resolved, That the explanation given by our M. W. Grand Master 
elect, of the matter set forth in the protest against his installation, is 
full, complete, and entirely satisfactory to this Grand Lodge, and an 
abundant refutation of any inferences injurious to his reputation as 4 
man and a Mason; and that the views expressed by him when pro 
perly explained, add to, rather than detract from his high characte 
and are cordially approved by this Grand Lodge, containing a8 the 
do, an express rea of any fact or principle in Masonry which wo 
lead its votaries to shelter or defend moral wrong or guilt, ot to disturb 
thes order in civil society.” es 
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Grand Lodge upon the ; 
P. G. Master ieee : 


nstituting of two spurious Lodges by the late 
I greet you, 


brethren, with feelings of the warmest affection, 
JOSEPH D. EVANS, 
Deputy Grand Master. 


Eo the Most Worshipful Renden Hpde Walworth, 


Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of the most Ancient and Honorable 


Fraternity of Free and Accepted Masons of the State of New York. 


we ihe eesti] communion of the Grand Lodge, you had the 
ei jority of the votes cast for the office of Grand 
. Previous to your installation a number of the members of that body, 
in the exercise of their personal rights, and in discharge of the duties 
devolved upon them as Masons, « good and true,” at once presented 
a protest, a copy of which is hereto appended. 

In so doing, on the one hand they hoped to address your serious 
consideration, as to the propriety of assuming the office; and on the 
other, they intended to place themselves on the record as correctly 
appreciating the honor and integrity of the Grand Lodge. 

They did not then, nor do we now, design, in the remotest de- 
gree, to withhold from you, Sir, any of the powers, privileges, or 
immunities incident to the office of Grand Master. 

Since the annual communication, a letter has been addressed officially, 
by the R. W. Dep. Grand Master, to a portion of the Fraternity, and 
which we also append. 

In that letter mention is made of ‘The Protest,’ but with no refer- 
ence to the real views of the protestants; and the reader is left to those 
surmises and suspicions in which inventive minds may see fit to indulge, 
in simply being informed, that the Protest was an objection to the in- 
stallation of one whom the letter characterizes as “of pure clieracte, 

and moral worth,” and “ whose attachment to the Masonic Institution’ 


«marks him as the man peculiarly fitted for this high Masonic office.” 


tation of the Pro- 
\ the letter informs us, that after the presentation 
es nd Lodge unanimously adopted the resolution quoted in 


as to this resolution. When it was passed, or 
is now difficult to ascertain. Of one fact, how- 
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uld not have been * unanimousty» 


ertain, that it co heir numerous frieng 

e are © rotestants, OF the He! 
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4 : inion, were present. , 
: jroumstances, sir, your defence through this letter, » 
Dee tons by implication at least, upon the motives ae ee 
provokes, nay demands some reply, so that the 
fully and fairly understood ; and Candor a 


Passeq 
Coincid, 
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manline’ eC 
es ageeerey and appreciation of those motives, we find it 
oa 


ind you of some of the previous history of the 
ge . oak vee dge, for the reason, that the identity betwee, 
cee ay, have been prominent in all the unfortunate legislation in that 
those W ule who procured your election, is so remarkable, that the 
baat saat fi id be, how men could endure the surprise of the success, 
Elkay brood oyer the wrong. : 

And we find this recurrence to history the more necessary, from the 
fact that you say you ceased to be affiliated with any Lodge in 1823; 
and the records show, that you did not Te-connect yourself until the 
I 19th Jan., 1852. Upon the reason for your withdrawal given by you in 
your defence, we have nothing to say, though perhaps, a re-connection 
| on the termination of your official duties in 1847, would have fur- 
nished stronger evidence of “ attachment.” Here, sir, we find an interval 
| of nine and twenty years, and during that long period, what changes 
in men and measures must have made you almost a perfect stranger 
I to Masonic government, if not to Masonry itself! Again, the Lodge 
at Plattsburgh, (doubtless Clinton Lodge, as none other was there, we 
believe,) over which you once presided, was compelled, it seems, to ask 
for the compromise of its dues in 1816, and from 1818 to 1826 no 

| returns appear, e% 
Your immediate connection with, or direction over this Lodge, must 


then of course have been prior to 1816, and therefore it could sur 
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Coincig 
ments and rank? An, ‘ 
iter, rg fact, that during ee ate to all these considerations was the 
chara * fessed none of the Masonic Gohaes ae guided the enterprise, pro- 
at th, “<a spoken of ; but claimed the tai ye attachment, now so eloquently 
or ae tervention, in impending controy, ge ol a name, as so desirable an in- 
and Rest assured, M. W. Sit, that th, nor 
rough the result of disappointimer: a ee of the protestants was not 
effect, sir, of deep-rooted ne mea Schismatie proclivities;” it was the 
find it its honor and position, and in 4 ‘ng attachment to the Masonic family, 
le pro. that integrity, to which we and aa hehe the Preservation of 
tWeen Let us travel in the proposed ste ound by duty and principle. 
in that he i jealousy and encroachments had so embittered the minds of 
at the city an country members, that two Grand Lodges were formed outof the 
1ccess, one, both of which claimed and exercised full and independent jurisdie- 
tion, and each was recognized as regular. ‘Thesetwo bodies thus re- 
m the mained until 1827, when mutual self-preservation against the com- 
1823 ; bined attacks of unprineipled demagogues from without, and the openly 
l the recreant and privately seductive from within, compelled the union then 
9 effected by the “compact,” and which compact reflects the reasons for 
pe the previous severance. 
ection And we now aflirm, that during the time, from 1823 to 1827, more 
2 fur- harmony and brotherly love prevailed among the craft, than previously 
erval or since. 
inges From 1827, the Grand Lodge had to contend against hydra-headed 
inger assaults, and though assailed on every side, and through every imaginable 
odge channel, the good and true, the honest and the courageous, stood man- 
fully up to the work, and undaunted by threats, unmoved by persuasion 
; we or seductive allurements, maintained their Masonic character pure and 
a unsullied. 
bey What a debt of gratitude do those, who have since been permitted 
to enjoy the fruits of their undaunted energies, owe to the men who 
aust preserved in its integrity, and brought pase us at this day, the very 
ur- j uchsafes to us Masonic existence 
bal es an has this subject been esteemed, that in 1851 ee aoe 
is- ak i onsideration the subject of admitting into Lodges 
dis- took into o during the dark days; and the 
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ble character and good standing, who, in that qd 
rp EAD themselves unequal to the task of 8 Hine 
tod) ‘sion, obligations and duties ; and Sacrificing thy Pe 
their Masonlo pn yersonal satety and sense of danger, and in 
stitution (0 the Pa es an open and dishonorable manner, Withdy 

or in many nany either through weakness or from yay; Lg 
at Lolth , not only Sea ae and the Lodg, 
SS sed them to its enemies, as dangerous to the Institutions 4 
but denounces try, and immoral and wicked. These ACCUSations 
e of the country, d history have satisfied mankind were malice” 
‘Ise and base, time and history Patt vahie Jags wallicious, 
false and cho made them, together with this whole clas of enemi 
a Sones “ait its sunshine friends, who deserted it in q storm, now” 
bait ol ea at least, hang about its doors, Occasionally Seeking g 
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n= 
aa - thereupon some ‘Vew Regulations” were introduced to proteet 

ET digression (though we deem the remarks and opin. 

ions of that day apt and proper for present consideration), Jeg ts 

proceed. x ' 

The Grand Lodge, and its trusty subordinates, eked out but a Scanty 
existence, until about 1840 or 1841, when Symptoms of decided and 
well-marked revival were manifest. But with it came also, all the ma- 
terials of former feuds, dissensions and troubles—legislation, the bane 
of the institution, became rife—a new constitution, with its varied chances 
and changes, was generated. And in passing you will observe, thatin 
every four years there has been, in this behalf, a similar Accouchement, 

Tn 1845, a new constitution was the theme of party legislation, and 
Jed to more estrangement of feeling and purposes among the brethren, 
than any other previons matter; and in fact may be said to have sown 
the seeds of all the discord which has since disgraced us. 

The M. W. Alexander H, Robinson was then Grand Master. From 
s, the city members deemed it right to 
Vote, on the adoption of that constitu: 
ning meeting, when all the members of 
» could be present and vote. ‘This seemed 
" Opes and views; and, on the following 
‘morning, the Deputy Grand Master being in chair, the communication 
closed, and he, and: those who sympathized with him, 
ope With them the document. which had been under 
@ oppo arrival of the Grand Master, however 
their duties by calling an emergent 
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Uatainin meeting. But all legitimate business to be done at the 4nnual commu. 
ing tho in nication wag cut off, 
'D vither q In 1849, Another effort to mend or alter thy then existing constitu. 
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Another four Years brings us down tothe memorable communication 
eking en. through which we have just passed, and we find ourselyey again at 
constitution making, and establishing, by mijorities, what are and what 
0 protect are not ancient landmarks, We need only refer to these singular pro- 
: C i id mi t day 
ceedings, ag you were present during the tedious an mis-spent days, 
ind opin. and for once enjoyed the experience of Grand Lodge legislation, and 
), let ug we hope and trust that your patience and that experience may never 
be similarly tried. ‘This legislation, and these Shei hi a 
i Was it therefore, 
noxious to a large number of the members, 
" oon W, Sir, singular that they saw an additional danger in your eye. 
Pies added to the inexperience which we have considered, viz, oe sa 
the ma- preferment from the ranks, by the adroit efforts of those w % - 
‘hedoeas eminently conspicuous in the untoward legislation referred a ne - 
= whom it was fair to Suppose much sympathy in action would nai urally 
, thatin 7 
fi be expected ? komad es 
hement, sia said thus much, let us now come to reONph by 
4 : ] = 
fonmand ject of consideration, And we again Tepeatathal ey 
sate i nkind feelings towards you, 
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Perhaps not ; but we do not so read the book, and we are Pained to 
say, that this raises a question of veracity between yourself and the 
late Col. Stone, 

He makes these quotations in the letter which he designates ay 

“ Twelve Reasons Sor the Abandonment of Masonry, supported in thig 

conclusion by the opinion of Chancellor Walworth.” His twelve rea. 

Sons comprise the whole letter, excepting the Opinions of Chancellor 

Walworth,” marked by him as quotations, ‘The first quotation is what 

you, sir, claim to have been a “ toast,” given at a Masonic festival, and 

it therefore formed no part of the letter which Stone refers to ag fur- 
nishing him with your opinions, 

The newt in order is the one repudiated ; the third is that admitted to 
be from your pen. Does Col. Stone say that you are the author of the 
second quotation ? or does he ascribe it to you when he precedes the 
next and third quotation, admitted to be yours, with this language : 
“I am satisfied, says Chancellor Walworth, in a letter now before me, 
and from which I have already quoted a few lines above 2” 

It is to be regretted that an issue of this nature had not been settled 
during the lifetime of Col. Stone, whose book found its way into the 
hands of every Mason of that day, and must have left most unfavorable 
impressions as to your Masonic character, 

We have more particularly to deal, however, with the paragraph 
avowed and admitted by you, and applauded and justified in turn by 

others. 

It is as follows: «I am satisfied that the evils of keeping up the in- 
stitution hereafter, will more than counterbalance any good which in 
this country can possibly be effected by it. And this has determined 
me, for the purpose of quieting the alarms of the community, and pre- 
serving the peace of neighborhoods, as well to prevent divisions in the 
church of our Divine Master, to recommend that Masons should sub- 

mit to the reasonable demands of the public, to cease their meetings, 
and that the Lodges surrender up their charters,’” 

It is said that this was part of a private letter written to the Master 
of a Lodge, and was never intended for the public. We object to the 
avowed privacy of the advice, as dangerous and insidious. Tt was in- 
tended to estrange men from their attachments to an institution they 
had sworn to protect, Had these sentiments been publicly proclaimed 
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but that the evils of its thereafler were so great, that it must be dis- 
pensed with ! : 
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of the devil?” 

Were such appeals, such agitation, or such conduct calculated to in- 
spire Masons, good and true, with any real, well-founded convictions 
apon any given subject ? 

We are now to consider the concluding, and, if possible, the more re- 
prehensible portion of the paragraph. The pEMaNps oF THE PUBLIC 
MUST BE OBEYED, because, you charge, that those demands were REA- 
soxaBie. Reasonable! How reasonable? ‘To be reasonable (as the 
word is defined and understood), those demands must have been—just 
rational, righteous. Let us see. 
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the demands that Masonry should be abandoned, and to that end, 

Lodges should cease their meetings and surrender their warrants, 

If the demands of the public were reasonable, then Masonry should 
have been abandoned, not for the moment, not for the limited period, 
not for temporary expediency, but for all time, And no man, much 
less a Mason, could, if satisfied that those demands were reasonable, ever 
again permit himself to come within the walls of a Masonic Lodge-room, 

If those demands were reasonable, then the last painful task devolved 
upon all to plead guilty, and submit to the public sentence; abjure and 
forget, if we could, what we once mistakingly believed to have been a 

sainted and hallowed “Mother; and inscribe over her tomb, that she 
perished in accordance with the « REASONABLE DEMANDS”’ of the public. 

It is perhaps needless to say, that we cannot subscribe to the justice 
or propriety of the remarks made by you in 1832, and to which we 
have specially referred—nor to the Occasion, manner, or object of their 
dissemination. And we are constrained to believe, that upon a serious, 
calm, and judicious reflection, you, M. W. Sir, and those who are said 
to have voted for the resolution which affirmed that your objectionable 
opinions add to, rather than detract from your high character, will 
admit the justice of our views. 

In conclusion, M. W. Sir, permit us again to assure you, that the 
presentation of the Protest was not intended to detract, in the 
least degree, from your position as an eminent member of society. It 
would perhaps have thwarted the captious fault-finding of some, had the 
objections been made known Previous to your election—but the fertile 
minds of such men would then have imagined other and perhaps more 
serious wrongs, attendant on such a course. 

The protest was served, sir, to remind you of what might have 
been, in some measure, forgotten; and to lead your better judgment 

and reflections to the consideration of what good to the Institution, 
amid the surrounding difficulties, could your acceptance of the office 
effect. And in case they were disappointed in these expectations, they 
Were conscious that they would at least stand right upon the record, 
when calm ons, here and elsewhere, would arouse the surprise 
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